
What’s next? Dental School  
 

Undergraduate degree programs in fields like biology, chemistry or biochemistry may offer you a pre-

dental concentration. This means the program offers coursework intended to prepare you to enroll in 

dental school. 

 

Dental schools in the state offer 4-year training programs that prepare you for your dental licensure. 

You could also enroll in specialty master's programs that build on your D.D.S. training and allow you to 

specialize in a field like orthodontics, periodontics or related fields. 

 

Bachelor's Degree Programs in Washington State: 

 

Central Washington University 

Central Washington University offers both a B.A. and B.S. in Biology. The B.A. is designed to prepare you 

for further education and contains coursework recommended by the American Dental Association (ADA) 

for dental school applicants. While the B.S. curriculum is designed for students seeking biology-related 

careers, it also offers ADA-recommended coursework in chemistry and biology. You can join the pre-

dental club to prepare for the Dental Admission Test (DAT), listen to speakers and participate in dental 

activities. Central Washington offers specific pre-dentistry advising to help you prepare for your future 

education. 

Program: Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) and Bachelor of Science (B.S.) in Biology 

Program Length: 4 years, full-time 

Tuition and Fees: $8,688 per year for residents and $21,501 per year for non-residents (2015-2016) 

School Type: 4-year, public; 11,799 students (10,964 undergrads) 

 

Eastern Washington University 

The chemistry/biochemistry program at Eastern Washington University is tailored to meet the needs of 

students planning to further their education with a professional degree. Your first three years of 

coursework will meet the requirements set by most graduate schools and prepare you for pre-entrance 

exams. This curriculum includes sequences in chemistry, organic chemistry, calculus and physics. 



accepted to medical school, you may choose not to complete your B.A. and enter graduate school 

following your third year of undergraduate studies. 

Program: Bachelor of Science in Chemistry/Biochemistry 

Specialization Areas: Pre-medicine, pre-dentistry, pre-veterinary 

Program Length: 4 years, full-time 

Tuition and Fees: $7,866 per year for residents and $22,272 per year for non-residents (2015-2016) 

School Type: 4-year, public; 13,453 students (12,411 undergrads) 

 

University of Washington-Seattle Campus 

While the University of Washington is home to the state's only DDS program, it does not offer a specific 

pre-dental undergraduate path. General biology B.A. and B.S. programs are available that include 

coursework in biology, chemistry and genetics. After being admitted to the university, you must meet 

the GPA requirements of the biology department to be eligible for the biology major. Pre-health 

advisors are available to ensure that your coursework meets dental school admission requirements. You 

may get involved with Delta Delta Sigma, a pre-dental club, to meet like-minded students and 

participate in dental activities. 

Program: Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science in General Biology 

Program Length: 4 years, full-time 

Tuition and Fees: $11,839 per year for residents and $34,143 per year for non-residents (2015-2016) 

School Type: 4-year, public; 44,784 students (30,672 undergrads) 

 

Western Washington University 

While Western Washington does not recommend a specific major for pre-dental students, they offer 

advising that will help you take the courses necessary for dental school admission. Majoring in chemistry 

through the school's B.A. program will help you to meet those requirements. Admission to this major 

has two phases, the first of which you are admitted to after you have completed foundational chemistry 

coursework. Admission to the second phase is based on a satisfactory performance in phase one. This 

major includes courses in organic, inorganic and physical. 

Program: Bachelor of Arts in Chemistry 

Program Length: 4 years, full-time 

Tuition and Fees: $8,611 per year for residents and $20,961 per year for non-residents (2015-2016) 

School Type: 4-year, public; 15,060 students (14,152 undergrads) 



Doctoral Programs in Washington State: 
 

University of Washington - Seattle 

The University of Washington offers the state's only DDS program. Admission is highly competitive and 

only 63 students are admitted to the program each year. While attending the dental program at the 

University of Washington, you may pursue a 3- or 4-year DDS track or a 7-year, combined DDS and Ph.D. 

to prepare for a career in dental research. The first two years of these programs are spent in lectures 

and developing pre-clinical skills prior to beginning the clinical years. 

Program: Doctor of Dental Surgery 

Program Length: 4 years, full-time 

Tuition and Fees: $16,278 per year for residents and $28,326 per year for non-residents (2015-2016) 

Prerequisites: Undergraduate degree or outstanding performance in first three years of undergraduate 

studies, required courses 

Requirements: U.S. citizenship, Dental Admission Test scores, application 

School Type: 4-year, public; 44,784 students (30,672 undergrads) 

Post-doctoral Programs in Washington State 

 

University of Washington - Seattle 

The University of Washington offers a Master of Science (M.S.) in Dentistry to students who have 

completed a dentistry program. Earning an M.S. on top of a DDS will qualify you to work in specialized 

fields, such as pediatric dentistry and orthodontics. A minimum of 70 credit hours is required to earn 

this degree, including research and statistics courses. Although the University has three locations, all 

dental programs are housed at the Seattle campus. 

Program: Master of Science in Dentistry 

Specialization Areas: Endodontics, oral biology, oral pathology, oral medicine, orthodontics, pediatric 

dentistry, periodontics, prosthodontics 

Program Length: 2 years, full-time 

Tuition and Fees: $16,278 per year for residents and $28,326 per year for non-residents (2015-2016) 

Prerequisites: Professional degree from a dental or medical school 

Requirements: 3.0 GPA during last two years of graduate study, application and fee, 3 letters of 

recommendation, personal essay, resume, GRE scores 



School Type: 4-year, public; 44,784 students (30,672 undergrads) 

Students can earn their bachelor's or doctorate in dentistry at several 4-year, public schools in 

Washington, or pursue a post-doctorate Master of Science in Dentistry from the University of 

Washington – Seattle 

 

Other Doctoral Programs: 

Oregon Health & Science University School of Dentistry 

Oregon Health & Science University School of Dentistry has a yearly tuition of $43,016 USD, which is 

17% more than the average for all Dental Schools.  

Tuition and Fees: If you live outside of Oregon the annual cost of tuition is $69,432 USD.  

Requirements: The average GPA of the most recent class admitted into Oregon Health & Science 

University School of Dentistry was 3.61, which is slightly higher than the average for all Dental Schools. 

The average DAT score of 19.68 is roughly the average score for all Dental Schools. 

Prerequisites: Professional degree from a dental or medical school. The Dental Program (DDS/DMD) at 

Oregon Health & Science University School of Dentistry admits about 75 students every year, which is 

12% less than the average for all Dental Schools. 


